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Abstract·  

This article examines the role of Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in post-conflict 

reconstruction and development of northern Uganda. The analysis is informed by the increased 

spate of violent conflicts in Africa since the end of the Cold War; the destruction caused by violent 

conflicts; and the significant role played by CSOs in post-conflict reconstruction and development. 

The northern part of Uganda witnessed the most protracted and devastating Lord‘s Resistance 

Army (LRA) conflict in the country‘s post-independence history, which forms the central focus of 

the study. To generate a deeper analysis of the role of CSOs, this article delves into the historical 

evolution of civil society from the classical thought of ancient Greece to the modern and 

contemporary perspectives of civil society. The analysis of the role of CSOs in post-conflict 

reconstruction and development is framed in the war-to-peace transition; and recognises the 

dialectical relationship between peace and development. The article examines the community‘s 

perceptions on the role of CSOs and its responsiveness to community needs. It concludes with a 

reflection on simmering issues, which if not properly addressed, could destroy the positive inroads 

and peace dividends being realised in northern Uganda. A constructivist and qualitative 

methodology guided the study, which sought to interpret reality from the context of the 

respondents. 
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