Future fertility among pediatric cancer patients:
experiences and perspectives of health workers in a
low-resource setting

Authors: Antony Kayiira, Sarah MclLaughlin, Jennifer Neda John, Daniel
Zaake, Serena Xiong, Joyce Kambugu Balagadde, Veronica Gomez-Lobo,
Henry Wabinga, Rahel Ghebre

Abstract:

Although fertility preservation for patients with childhood and adolescent
cancer is considered standard of care in the high-resource settings, it is
rarely offered in low-resource settings. This study explores the experiences
and perspectives of oncology health care professionals in Uganda to identify
contextual barriers and facilitators to addressing oncofertility in low-
resource settings.

Using ground theory, we conducted in-depth face-to-face interviews of
health care professionals managing pediatric patients at the Uganda
Cancer Institute (UCI). Using a systematic, semi-structured interview guide,
participants were asked open-ended questions about their understanding
of fertility preservation and their perspectives on implementing this care at
their institution. Although all the eligible health care providers were
interviewed, interview transcripts were uploaded into NVivo version 12 and
openly coded as per theoretical requirements. Codes were refined into
categories and later into structured themes.

Twelve health care professionals were interviewed. Most participants
identified as female (n=9). Their role in the medical team varied from nurses
(n= 6), medical officers (n= 3), pediatric oncologists (n= 2), and pediatric
oncology fellow (n=1). Six themes were noted as follows: (1) importance of
information, (2) importance of future fertility, (3) inadequate consideration
to future fertility, (4) commmunication barriers, (5) inadequate knowledge, and
(6) resource barriers.

Although health care providers at the UCI face contextual barriers to
addressing future fertility among patients with pediatric cancer, they value
preserving fertility in this population. Future initiatives that aim to introduce
oncofertility care in low-resource settings should prioritize educating
providers and building capacity to meet the oncofertility needs in this
setting.
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